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Since 2011, Play In A Book has published The Act It Read It Series™ The
of readers for students Pre-K to Grade 8. These nine distinct titles CT ]_T EAD IT
celebrate classic tales often set in Chicago neighborhoods with a Series ™
diverse cast of characters. Along with fully illustrated stories, each

title contains leveled five-act scripts that may be acted out in the classroom or before the camera. This allows
students of varying reading mastery to collaborate all on the same page. Grade | to Grade 4 texts feature em-
bedded phonic skills and vocabulary words. All texts are Lexile measured and align with lllinois Arts Learning
Standards for Theater as well as Common Core State Standards.

The Act It Read It K-Series: The Three City Goats Gruff

Volume 1 of the Act It Read Series is a K-1 level im-

mergent reader that helps introduce students to vowel

sounds and short phrases. It features The Three City

Goats Gruff, a Chicago family of goats searching for
where the grass is greener and more plentiful.

(2013) The Act It Read It K-1 Series - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-2-1 LOC #2013901631(2013), 16 pgs $9.95

Play In A Book’s Nursery Rhymes

This fully illustrated workbook takes a fun look at such

well known Mother Goose nursery rhymes such as “Lit-

tle Miss Muffet”, “One Two Buckle My Shoe”, “Hey Did-

dle Diddle”, and “Jack and Jill” and features a diverse
cast of characters.

(2021) K-2 Nursery Rhymes - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-3-8, LOC: NA, 40 pgs., 293 words

The Three City Goats Gruff

_@:ﬂﬂﬁ} Join the Three City Goats Gruff as they encounter the
]_15& =] wicked Madame Troll on their way to greener grass on
the other side of the bridge. This fun adaptation of the
classic tale features short vowels and includes a fully il-
lustrated story as well as a five-act, multi-leveled script for acting out.

(2011) The Three City Goats Gruff ISBN: 978-0-9836896-0-7, LOC: 2011908933, 92 pgs.,1,816 words..$9.95

Thumbelisa

Thumbelisa is a very little girl with great big dreams. She
wants to meet someone just her size and live happily
ever after, but when she is swept away for an adventure
through Chicago, she keeps encountering creatures with
other plans for her. An urban retelling of the classic tale of Thumbelina.

(2015) Thumbelisa - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-1-4, LOC: 2015945388, 88 pgs., 3,019 words
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Winter - 2021 Accompaning activity books are available with most titles. See publisher for details.
The Brave Little Costumer

Will one small man save Chicago from some destructive

giantesses? Will the Mayor feel that this man seeks to

usurp his power? Can everyone be brought together in

harmony by a rousing show tune? This story set in Chi-
cago's downtown features long vowels and big laughs.

(2012) The Brave Little Costumer ISBN: 978-0-9836896-5-2 LOC #2012912891, 80 pgs, 5,830 words...$9.95

Gretel & Hansel

Abandoned by their wicked step mama in a seemingly

vacant high rise, Gretel and Hansel discover an apart-

ment made of gingerbread on the 13th floor. Will the

strange old lady who lives inside be able to help them?
This story features diphthongs and is set in Chicago’s Lawndale neigh-

borhood.
(2021) K-2 Nursery Rhymes - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-3-8, LOC: NA, 40 pgs., 293 words

Gilgamesh: The One Who Saw The Deep

Gilgamesh, King of Uruk has everything he could want

and yet he still wants more. In this retelling of the

world’s oldest epic tale, Gilgamesh wanders to the end of

the earth to try to gain immortallity. Adapted by Laura
St. John and illustrated by Lewis Achenbach.

(2014) Gilgamesh - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-6-9, LOC: 2014955300, 118 pgs.,15,093 words

Play In A Book’s Macbeth

Fair is foul, and foul is fair in Shakespeare’s immortal

tragedy of Macheth where fair appearances sometime

hide foul realities. Adapted by James Krag, this volume

is intended as an introduction to Shakespeare’s works for
students Grade 6 and up.

(2013) Macbeth - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-7-6, LOC: 2012912891, 84 pgs., 5,488 words

Shakespeare Fights!

“Do you bite your thumb at us sir!?” Shakespeare loved a
good old fashioned fight scene and was a devotee of good
swordplay. Developed as a guidebook for our movement
based stage combat workshop, this text furnishes up just
the fight scenes from some of the bard’s classic plays. Draw your swords!

(2015) Shakespeare Fights! - ISBN: 978-0-9836896-8-3, LOC: NA - 68 pgs
About the Author and lllustrator...

Laura St. John is the creator of the Act It Read It se-

ries for young readers and founder of Play In A Book. ; Play In A Book
She has worked for over 25 years as a Teaching Artist [ Chicago, lllinois

utilizing drama as a framework to help young readers U .

become lifelong readers. Laura collaborated on the www.playinabook.com

educational reform book, Through the Cracks (Davis COMMON

Publications) and is Treasurer and past president of the CORE n u n
Chicago Area Reading Association. She is a graduate of ko

Ball State University.
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